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4A SERMON preached to the 
Congregation that attended 
the MINISTRY of the Rev. 
Mr. JohN MUNCKLEy 3; on 
CHRpT'saboliſhingDEaTH. 


* — — EY „* — 


2 Tim. I. 10. latter part. 


Who hath aboliſhed death . 
and hath brought lite and im 
« mortality to light, thro' the 


I your requeſt I am now to aſſiſt 
vou in improving the unexpected 
death of your late juſtly eſteemed 
and beloved Pas rox. As he was 
a preacher of that Goſpel which hath brought 
lite and immortality to light; and bis con- 
ftant ſtudy and endeavours were to prepare 
himſelf, and you, for an happy immortali- 
oO ſo we may with ſpecial propriety fix our 

ughts upon this ſubject on the preſent oc- 
caſion. Moreover, Since death is now be- 
come the gate of life thro our Lord Jeſus 
Zaren ' © Bk Chriſt, 


* 


4 Death aboliſhed by 

Chriſt, this ſhould lead us to think of Him 
who hath aboliſhed death, whilſt we are 
mourning the loſs of a Good Man who hath 
fallen by the awful ſtroke of it. Inthe midſt 
of life we are in death, and therefore every 
one of us ſhould make it our concern to. be 
ready, and to get above the laviſh fear of a 
diſſolution. An unſeigned faith in the Goſ- 
pel, accompanied with an humble fincere 
obedience to the precepts of it, will make 
death our deſire, rather than our ferrour. 
But as our Saviour ſaid to the Fews, fo it ma 

be faid to others who have the Goſpel, that 


if they believe not in him whom God hath 


ſent, they ſhall die in their fins. 
Tux context tells us, that God hath 
* ſaved us, and called us with an holy call- 
ing; not according to our works, but ac- 
e cording to his own purpoſe and grace, 
** which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before 


the world began; but is now made mani- 


ce feſt by the appeating of our Saviour i | 
8 Chriſt: ” The ſenſe of which you 
take in other words thus: 

Gop hath ſaved us from the wow) Ppirit 5 
fear and bondage ®, from the ſervitude and 


condemnation of ko, and from the powers 


of darkneſs; and hath called both Jeuu and 


Gentiles to de a church and people, ſeparated 
from the kingdoms of this world, and to be 


holy as He who hath called them out of 
2 « this a is holy,” Not that our being 
eee 170 one 40 5755 

brag 


our Saviour Feſus Chriff. 5 
brought into this privileged; conſecrated ſtate, 
is owing to our works, or to be any way aſ- 
cribed to our merit, but. © according to his 
on purpoſe and grace,” (or his gracious 
urpoſe, and purely from his own infinite 
neſs) we obtain this favour of being under 
a diſpenſation of religion the moſt merciful 
of all others, and ich up rm 10 
ſtiled an holy calling. 

« Tuis grace was given us in Chriſt; 1 
2. e. it was appointed before the other ages and 
diſpenſations of religion began, and deter- 
mined to extend to us in the Goſpel age. It 
was given us in God's decree, and in the pro- 

viſion made for it from the beginning of the 
world; tho not clearly and fully underſtood, 
till it is now made manifeſt by the ap- 
c pearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” “. 

Ix you here afk, how this purpoſe of grace 
is s accompliſhed, and our ſalvation effected 
by Chrift ? the anſwer is in the words of the 
text, He hath aboliſhed death, and hath 
5 brought life and immortality to light, 
through the Goſpel.” He hath taken away 
the dominion, the ſting, and the dread of 
death ; and he hath brought the future re- 
| ſurrection of the body, and the immortality 
Hoth of ſoul and body, to our certain notice, 
or to a moſt clear and ſatisfying light. By 
theſe diſcoveries, and bleſſed effects of Chriſt's 
appearing, ve are ſaved we are called 
* to be holy.” and are made partakers of 
the — pak and defigned, (before the 


3 entrance 


6 © Drath aboliſbed iy 
entrance of fin and death) when the world 


began. 
great father and 


Is us cus 18 T7. the 
author of the Gaſpel age, delivereth from 
death ſo, as to deliver both from the evils that 
lead to it, and thoſe that follow upon it. And 
he hath revealed a future {fe and immortality, 
ſo as to include every thing that — 24 
to our obtaining it, thro' oor Goſpel ; for 
« He bath the words of eternal life % 
Wu xx then ſhould dying creatures take 
refuge, when we look to our own death ap- 
oaching ? — or where ſhould we go for 
ion upon the death of uſeful 2 — 
and relatives, but to Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
aboliſhed death, and clearly revealed life 
4 and immortality ?” This is a moſt impor- 
tant ſubject, and worthy our feriousthoughts 
at all bones, but I apprehend, we are now 
come diſpoſed to give a ſpecial and more than 
ordinary attention to a Diſcourſe on death 
and it's conſequences, in theſe moſt uſeful 
and inſtructive views of them. I therefore 
propoſe to conſider the two propoſitions in 
the text diſtiniy, | as well as i in their reference 
to each other. 


1. Jesvs Onnior appearing as our Sari 
our, hath aboliſhed death. 


n. Hr bath moſt Any and an Kaden 
revealed a future life and immortality.” 


. : * — vi. 68. 1 / MJ 
3 x Tux 


our * Fon cure 5, 
{Tas practical im improvernent of _ of 


theſe has will be directed to as we go a- 
long: And ſome things particularly ſuited to 


the preſent occafion, will _ * in * cloſe 
of this diſcourſe. 


1. © Jz5vs s Cux187 a ring 1s dur Su- 
« LS hath aboliſhed 225 af : 

He hath not ſo aboliſhed it, as that thoſ 
who believe in him ſhould be exempted from 
the common law of mortality: For all the diſ- 
eiples of Jrsus muſt be IE vey to him in 
dying naturally, as well as in dyi atively 
to ſin and this world. As the body of Chriſt 
was laid in the grave, fo our bodies muſt go 
hither ; but they ſhall not always continue 
there, th ſhah. as certainly riſe again as the 
body of Chriſt did, Of this hereafter, 

Lr us now conſider what account the 
Scriprares give us of Chriſt's abol/i/hing death 
in his appearing as a Saviour to us. Dr. Ham- 
mond 5 dec it thus, that Chriſt by his 
% coming and preaching the Goſpel hath 
* voitted the power of death.” Others add, 
the malice and enmity of death is made 
void,“ expreſsly aſcribing this to the obe- 
dience and — of Chriſt. By his righte- 
ouſneſs and ſufferings he hath conquered 
death, and made void its claims, in the pe- 
nal fruits and conſequences of it to his faith- 
ful followers. According to theſe conſtruc- 
tions and explications, the aboliſhing of death 


A 4 by 


95 © + Death aboliſhed by - 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be conſidered 


©: 1. HE hath: aboliſhed the dominion of 
death, and taken away its rigbt to deſtroy. 
Death obtained a reigning power, upon the 
human race being at firſt conſigned or de- 
| livered over to it. In the day thou eateſt 
* thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die +.” This, 

in other words, is to ſay, that in the day 
thou rebelleſt againſt the Author and Main- 
.tainer of thy being, thou forfeiteſt that be- 
ing he hath given thee, and thy ſoul ſhall 
e be requiredof thee.” This declaration and 
threatning, ſo juſt in itſelf, ſhall take place 
by an actual delivering thee over to the power 
of death. From thence it follows, that as 
the Executioner reigneth when the Judge 
| hath paſſed the ſentence, and given orders 
For execution, ſuch we may conceive the 
.reign of death to be, It hath full power to 
_ detain, to load with chains and miſeries, and 
to fulfil all the demands of vindictiue juſtice. 
The conſequence of death's having this ab- 
ſolute rule and power, cannot be leſs than 
© everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence 
of the Lord.” For the reign of death once 
begun, will laſt to the utter deſtruction of 
them who are given up to it, unleſs ſome 
Deliverer interpoſe, ſome redemption be made. 


This is the ſubſtance of what the ſcripture 


* Rom. v. 14. + Gen. ii. 17. 17370 


3 5 =. 


our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 9 
Hath declared concerning death's paſſing 
<« upon all men, for that all have ſinned *. 
THERE is a jus or law of death, given 
the great Creator and Diſpoſer of all things 3 


according to which, death makes a ſeizure, 
and keeps thoſe under it's power, who have 


rebelliouſly refuſed ſubjection to him that 
made them. Upon this is founded the do- 
minium or empire and reign of death, in the 
-whole extent and continuance of it, Upon 


this law or maxim, the dominion I am 


ſpeaking of is wholly founded, viz. the 
wages of fin is death.” Now as this law 
of mortality extends to the whole race of 
tranſgreſſors; ſo he that aboliſheth death, or 


maketh void the power of it, muſt be able 
to reſcue from that ſentence, and law, which 


conſigns the ſinner over to it's empire and 
dominion. And then, alſo, upon the re- 
peal or limitations of that law, he muſt 


actually deliver the dead from the territories 


and bounds appointed for them. Both theſe 
the ſcriptures expreſsly declare concerning 
our ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, He delivereth 
from the condemning ſentence, by offering him- 
ſelf for us; and he reſcueth from the power 
of the grave, by entring in his own perſon 
into the regions of the dead, and bringing 
forth his ranſomed from thence. Chriſt 
being raiſed from the dead, dieth no more; 


death hath no more dominion over him . 


en.. 1s. + Rom. vi. 9. 


Nor 


%% een e, 
Nor ſhall it prevail over his faithful follow- 
ers; for by his own blood he entred in 
s once into the holy place, n 
eternal redemption for us . T 

Tur account of our Saviours a 
death in this manner, that as ay reign- 
< 'edunto death, even ſo might grace reign 
< unto _ by Jeſus Bo leera 

{He ſpeaks fully-in to the 
y one and 1 can hardly be un- 
derſtood without a careful attention to _ 
things. | 
As the Jewiſh law, woken it loſt it $reigf- 
ing force and power, is ſaid to be aboliſhed, 
{ © + having aboliſhed the law of come 
< mandments;”) fo death loſing it's domi- 
nion, and all right to it, is ſaid to be abo- 
iſhed by Jeſus Chriſt. Thus the feriptare be- 
ing it's own interpreter, we fee what is che 
ſenſe in which it uſeth the word abolifh, And 
in this view of things there can be /eliver- 
ance from death no other way but by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by faith in him: He 
only can fatisfy the demands of that law, 
which configns us over unto death; and he 
only can reſcue ſouls from hell, and break up 
1 boundaries of the grave, and take 'thote 
from under it's dominion who are carried 
captives thither. n aint 0 


ne t f 


2. By 


our Saviour ven Crip. 


4. Br Jeſus Chriſt che _—_ death % 
wn, and we are dekvered m the fling 
it 3 
As it is aid of che Son of God, that l 
4 was manifeſted to take away fin” 10 by 


his ing for this end, he hath taken 
ont * Ming of death: « for the ſting of 


« death is ſin, and the ſtrength of fin is the 
« Jaw; but thanks be to God, who giyeth 
us che victory. chro our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt #” Every man, who thro faith 
in Chriſt, according to the Goſpel, is brought 
Into a pardoned juſtified faith, doth hereby 

obtain a deliverance from death, conſider'd 
in its enmity; and is only called to ſubmit 
to it, as it is in the hand of Chriſt, who 

hath made it frzendly to us. It is com- 
miſſion'd to take the miniſters and ſubjects 


from their Lord, to remove them from a 
world of fin and pain; from toils, and la- 
| bours, and diſappointments; | to a world and 
Nate of Holineſs, and reſt, and joyful recom- 


CS. 


Dar ſo reigns over them that are 
cut off in their fins, and in the contempt of 
wer to execute 
or death, in ſuch 
taſes, is an executioner ſent by the condemn- 


the Goſpel, that it Hath 
an zrreverfible ſentence. 


ing Jy of God. It comes therefore 


® + Cor. xy. 58, 57. 


8 with 


of Chriſt's kingdom, only as a meſſenger. 


5 _ Death aboliſped by .. 


with full enmity, and none ſhall be able to 
deliver the condemned priſoner, or to find a 
ranſom for him. The ranſom of a ſoul, in 
ſuch circumſtances of unbelief and diſobe- 
dience, is beyond all price, and it ceaſeth 
for ever. But when death cometh under 
the commiſſion of Chriſt, and according to 
the Goſpel limitations of its power, it only 
| tranſlates the ſoul to be with him that ha 

created and redeemed it, and layeth the body 
to fleep in the duſt ; committing it to the 
grave, to be kept there till it ſhall be called 
; y of, Chriſt's future appearance. 


or at the d 


Thus the enmity is ſlaie n. 
Bur may it not here further be added, 
that the manner and time of a good man's 
death are generally ſo order'd, as to take off 
the apprehenſions of enmity in' the very 
Arole of it? Death is ſo commiſſioned by 
| Chriſt, as to come at the fitteſt ſeaſon (all 
things conſidered) and under the leaſt ap- 
pearance of . enmity. to a faithful Chriſtian. 
However the arreſts of death may ſeem to 
be alike, in the caſe of them that believe 
and obey the Goſpel, and of them that be- 
lieve and obey it not; yet in the diſpoſition 
and frame of their ſouls, if we could look 
ſo far, we ſhould fee as much difference, as 
there is—between falling a prey into the 
hand of an enemy,——and. falling aſleep in 
the boſom, or under the care and protection 
of a friend. Though death may ſeem to 
ravage in the church of Chriſt, and even 
—_— among 


our Saviour. Feſus Chriſt. 13 
among good men, as well as among the reſt 
of the world, and by the generality is there- 
fore thought to be under no order or govern- 
ment at all; yet it is certainly quite other- 
—. m Fl. 
II is ſaid of Chriſt, that he hath the 

keys of the inviſible world, and of 
* death *. As he hath purchaſed for men 
the grace of being put into a new ſtate of 
trial; ſo he is fitly conſtituted judge, when 
that time of trial ſhall be finiſhed with every 
one. And no doubt but the laws of the in- 
viſible world, and of God's moral govern- 
ment, are exactly obſerved in tranſmitting 
of ſpirits from this earth, both to the upper 
and lower regions. Over both theſe our once 
dead, but now glorified Loxb, hath obtain- 
ed the dominion. So that as to the time, 
circumſtances. and manner, in which the 
members of Chriſt's kingdom are removed 
from one world to another, no doubt but 
dur bleſſed Lord takes the moſt favourable 
and proper meaſures to render death ſafe and 
friendly to every one of them. In his wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs let us then learn to ac- 
quieſce, whether any one's death be ſudden 
or lingering, at home or abroad, in the vi- 
gorous, or in the weariſom ſtages of life. 
No words can better repreſent Chriſt's taking 
away the enmity and ſting. of death, than 
thoſe of the apoſtle, when he ſays, them 


; 9 Rev. i. 10. pF 


« that | 
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that ſeep in Jeſus God will bring with 
him.“ From hence we are enconraged 
to look upon death as no more an enemy to a 
true Chriſtian, than ſn is: and by thus con- 
ſidering it, we may familiarize the thonght 
of dying, when we go to. ſleep at night, in 
hope of riſing with new life and vigour” in 
the morning. This leads to another thing 
mentioned in Scripture concerning Chriſt's de- 
 hvering us from deatm 


3. He hath aboliſſed its power of enſſaui 
us by previous rightful e, ſions, . 
continual terror of it. e 

Nor that all: Chriſtians ate free from 
a /flaviſh frar of death; but Chriſt hath ſo 
aboliſhed it, that all might be free, at leaſt 
from that agree of terror which hath᷑ bon- 
dage in it. It might be thus if it were not 
aur on fault; or our own' weakneſs; For 
as the children of the kingdom; which God 
hath: given his-Son, are parta ters of fleſh 
* and blood, he alſo: himfelf- likewiſe: took 
spart of the ſame, that through. death he 
< might deſtroy him that had the: power 
of death, that is the devil: and then it 

followeth immediately, that the deſign and 
plain tendency of this was to deliver them, 

*: who bre fear of death were all their liſe- 
time. ſabject to bhundage s. 

Tux inſtances of thoſe. who thro' faith, 


® Heb. ii. 14 18. 
p. 


| our Saviour Jeſus Chrift. 153 


prayer, patience, and: ſelf:denial. have over- 
come the dread of death, are ſufficient to. 
prove, that its power of enſlaving thro fear 
18 eee thro the Goſpel. 


4. Dawn is aboliſhed-By c our Lord tells 
Chriſt ſo intirely, that it ſhall not be able 10 
_ detain. the body when called for; but at the 

great riſing day ſhall be compleatly conquered, 
and triumphed over for ever. 


Tus aſſurances that we; have, of the. 
| body's being raiſed to life again ſo ag never 


to die more, and of its 5 40 reunited to 
the immortal Spirit from which it was for 
a time ſeparated, and of both entring into 
eternal life and glory, are ſo very expreſs, as 


to declare the entire and ah ſolute 400 eng 


af death at the conſummation of the Goſpel 


kingdom, And thus the ſecond propoſition 


in the text ſtands connected with, and fully 
confirms the firſt. There is ſuch a clear = 
perfect. revelation of life and immortality, 
thro' the Goſpel, that in the final iſſue of 
things death ll be taken away, and con- 
quered; ſo as to be known no more in the 
| kingdows. 4 Chxiſt: for ever. Of this di- 
finds. | | 


| - to che akerefligt thro! the 

= Goſpel. S 
Br tradition 3 the ay 5 natural rea- 
ſon, the Gentiles which had not immediate 
revelation, 


IL:  Jeaus.Chrif: bach brought life. and 


16 Life and Immortality 
revelation, yet had ſome apprehenſions and 
expectations of immortality; and in ſome 


of the writings of the heathen philoſophers 


there are very ſtrong preſumptions, and ra- 
tional proofs and confirmations of thoſe pre- 
ſumptions, that the ſoul doth exiſt after the 
death of the body. But their opinions are 
ſo various, and their reaſonings ſo dubious 
and uncertain, that there is much more dark- 
eſs than light in them, and therefore it is 
properly ſaid, with reference to theſe, that 
«© Immortality is brought to light by the 
„ Goſpel.” „ 
DR. Mbitly, in his Annotations on this 
text, hath drawn up a large "pO 
account of. the very uncertain reaſonings of 
the wiſeſt and beſt philoſophers upon the 
future exiſtence of the ſoul. And he hath 
juſtly obſerved, that as to the life and reſur- 
rection of the body, they had no thoughts 
about it. They were ſo far from having any 
notion of this, that the Athenians mocked 
and derided St. Paul's account of it cx. 
Tux Jeus had better notions,” both of 
immortality and the reſurrection, from their 
ſcriptures, , than the heathen had from any 
writings of their wiſeſt men. Enoch the 
- © ſeventh from Adam propheſied, faying, 
« Behold the Lord cometh with ten thou- 
* ſand of his faints +.” From the time 
of God's being called © the God of . 


* Ads xvii, 32, + Jude 14. 


brought to Light by the Goſpel. 1 7 
e braham, Jae and Facob,” they were 
taught to argue that © God is not the God 
«© of the dead, but of the living.” The 
beſt expoſitors underſtand Fob to ſpeak of 
this, when he ſaid, I know that my Re- 
ee deemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at 
**'the latter day upon the earth. And tho' af- 
e ter my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, ye 
in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God *. David 
had certainly a clear ſenſe of this, when he 
| faid, Thou wilt not leave my foul in hell, 
neither wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy One 
* to ſee corruption . He had the cleareſt 
and fulleſt view of the reſurrection of the 
Meſſias J. The prophet Daniel expreſsly 
taught them, that many who ſlept in the 
e duſt ſhou'd awake; ſome to everlaſting 
* life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting 
* contempt,” 985 8 Y 
THE common people in our Saviour's 
days had ſuch a belief of this, that Martha, 
the ſiſter of Lazarus, when our Saviour 
ſpoke of her brother's rifing from the dead, 
made this reply, I know that he ſhall 
ce riſe again in the reſurrection at the laſt 
« day **,” But yet there was a learned and 
powerful ſect in that nation, the ſet of 
the Sadducees, who rejected the belief of 
this. It is therefore ſaid with great propri- 
Yy, that the full and clear diſcovery both 
of the body's being raiſed to life again, and 


Job xix. 25, 26. + Pſal. xvi. 10. Acts ii. 31. 
9 Dan. . 1. ** ſohn xi. 24. 
80 | RK of 


18 Life and Immortality 
of the ſoul's immortality in and with the 
raiſed body, is only made to us by the 
Goſpel. B 
By our Saviour we are expreſly and moſt 
certainly aſſured, that the hour is coming, 
in which all that are in the graves ſhall 
« hear the voice of the Son of man, and 
„ ſhall come forth. They that have done 
good, unto the reſurrection of life; and 
they that have done evil, unto the reſur- 
erection of damnation &. e 
AAN, as it is ſaid, that God hath 
* appointed a day | a ſet time} in which 
e he will judge the world by that man 
* whom he hath ordained ; ſo he hath af-_ 
* fured the world of this, by raiſing him 
* from the dead .“ And when that day 
cometh, in which Chriſt ſhall appear vi- 
ſibly in the heavens, then the bodies of 
them that ſleep in him ſhall ariſe. They 
ſhall not be detained one 'moment longer, 
I would not have you ignorant (ſays St. 
Paul) concerning them that are aſleep. 
For if we believe that Jeſus died and 
roſe again, even fo them alſo that fleep 
in Jeſus God will bring with him. The 
Lord hitnſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven, 
to bring them in a very pompous and 
*© glorious manner] with a ſhout, with the 
voice of the arch-angel, and with the 
** trump of God. And the dead in Chriſt 


E 


Fi 


cc 


ic 


* John v. 28, 29. + Ads xvii. 31. 
2 ſhall 


brought to Light by the Goſpel. tg 
te ſhall riſe firſt, Then we, which are 
te alive and remain, ſhall be caught up to- 
“ gether with them in the clouds, to meet 
* the Lord in the air: And ſo ſhall we be 
te ever with the Lord “.“ In St. John's 
viſion, he tells us, He ſaw the dead, ſmall 

t and great, ſtand before God.” None fo 
ſmall as to be overlook'd; none ſo great as 


to reſiſt the ſummons : Neither the deep- 


eſt ſeas, nor the ſtrongeſt monuments, nor 
hell itſelf, being able to detain thoſe that 
were in them, © The fea gave up the 
* dead which were in it: And the grave 
te delivered up the dead that lay there, 
And they were judged. And death and 
„ hell were caſt into the lake of fire, 
© which is the ſecond death +.” Then 
they that ſhall be found among the people 
of God, and are fitted to dwell with him, 
ſhall be removed far from the regions of 
death, and from all fears of it. For unto 
them ** there ſhall be no more death, nei- 
ether ſorrow nor crying; neither ſhall there 
*« be any more pain |.” 


5 : 
. 


I Ave quoted theſe ſcriptures at large, N 


to ſhow, that the future life, and reſurrec- 
tion of the dead, with a conſequent im- 
mortality, are brought to light in the plain- 
eſt, fulleſt manner, thro' the Goſpel. 80 
that none, who hear and read the Teſta- 
ment. of our Lord and Saviour, can be 1g- 


ix Tha... 14, K. + Rev. xx. 12, 13, 
7 - | 
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20 Life and Immortality 
norant of theſe things; and if they are 
ſoundly believed, the thoughts of death are 
in a manner loſt and ſwallow'd up in the 
thoughts of that bleſſed life and immortality 
which lie beyond the grave. Therefore not 
only in what Chriſt hath done and ſuffer'd, 
to deliver us from the dominion, ſting, and 
terror of death, but in what he hath taught 
with ſo much clearneſs and evidence con- 
cerning the future ſtate of them that die jn 
him, we learn to look upon death as an abo- 
liſhed thing: We have the other life ſo near- 
ly and ſtrongly in view, thro' the Goſpel, 
that the paſſage-ſtate, with all its g/oom, is as 
nothing to the zoy of our LoRD, into which 
we ſhall be received. FO 1 5 
Now according to this repreſentation of 
the future eternal bleſſedneſs both of ſoul 
and body, a firm belief of it enableth us 
to triumph over death #29 ways more eſ- 
pecially : That is, by carrying our hopes and 
defires above this preſent life, to that fu- 
ture life which is infinitely better ; and at 
the ſame time giving us moſt comfortable 
and pleaſing apprehenſions of the difference 
between the body as it is put off at death, 


and as it ſhall be renewed at the reſurrec- 
tion. 10 | 8 


I. TRE clear diſcoveries of immortality 
enable us to triumph over death, by carrying 

our hopes and deſires above the preſent life, 
to that /;fe which is future and — 
Fug. HE 
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Tux diſcoveries that are made of the 
perfection and felicity of them that inha- 
bit the regions of eternity, tranſport the be- 
lieving foul from the love of this life to 
the deſire of a better. To read and think 
of the light and knowledge, the love and 

oodneſs, the life and active power of them 
that are made perfect with Chriſt, cannot 
but raiſe the longings of a ſincere Chriſtian, 
though he die for it, to be with Chriſt. This 
is far better, in his eſteem, than the be/? 
life here upon earth. To be perfect, I fay, 


in wiſdom and love, and ta be fixed in 


that happy ſociety where there is none but 
what are ſo; and to have life in perfection 
too, without any thing to clog the mo- 
tions, or to allay the enjoyments of it; may 
well raiſe our moſt ardent deſires to an hea- 
venly country. And where theſe deſires are 
habitually fixed, and improved by frequent 
exerciſes of devotion, according to the in- 
ſtructions given us by the firſt publiſhers 
of Chriſtianity, they will not only enable 
us to get above the commer fears of death, 
but the more ſhocking apprehenſions of it: 
Though it ſhould appear in its wor/? forms, 
yet all preſent ſufferings will be accounted 
© unworthy to be compared with the glory 
* which ſhall be revealed in us.” By car- 
ry ing our love and deſire of /ife, as the Goſ- 
pel doth, from the preſent to a future and 
better ſtate of exiſtence, we are prepared to 
go thro the change that is neceſſary to our 


B 3 paſſing 


* 


22 Life and Immortality ; 
paſſing from one world to another. And that 

which farther facilitates the paſſage, and ena- 
bleth us to triumph over death, is, 


2. Tu comfortable and pleaſing repre 
ſentation which we have of the different 
tate of the body itſelf, at death, and at the 
reſurrection. 8 

IN this we are not left to entertain our- 
ſelves with mere conjectures; but we are 
aſſur'd by the expreſs word of God, that 
** the body which is ſown in diſhonour, 
 _** ſhall be raiſed in glory “.“ All reſur- 
rection- bodies will not be equally glorious; 

* for as one ſtar differeth from another 

te ſtar in glory, ſo alſo ſhall be the reſur- 

rection of the dead: But all ſhall be 
ſo completely glorious, as to be free from ever 
mark of diſhonour, It is alſo added by the 

Apoſtle, *©* that which is ſown in weak- 

* neſs, ſhall be raiſed in power.” What 
degree of power ſhall be granted to each, 

we are not told; but ſuch as to take away, 

and ſtand directly oppoſed to its former 
weakneſs. That which is ſown a natural 

* [or animal] body, ſhall be raiſed a ſpi- 

© ritual, celeſtial body :” Tt ſhall then be 

ſuited to the capacities and defires of the 
ſoul, to be its everlaſting companion; and 
ſuited to the celeſtial manſions, where it 
4s to have its everlaſting abode: © In my 


? 1 Cor. xv. 41, &c. 
„ father! 


* father's houſe are many manſions; if it 
* were not ſo, I would have told you: I 
e go to prepare a place for you“. In 
ſhort, whatever the difference be between 
the body of Chriſt when it was crucified 
and buried in the earth, and that body which 


he now hath, in which he is preparing a 


place for his faithful ſervants in the heavens, 
that is the pattern and model of the diffe- 
rence between our bodies, in their preſent 
mortal, corruptible ſtate, and that ſtate when 
they ſhall put on incorruption. The 
* Lord from heaven ſhall change our vile 
body, that it may be faſhioned like unto 
bis glorious body, according to his work- 
<< ing whereby he is able to ſubdue all things 
* to himſelf +.” By our believing and cloſe 


meditation on this account of the happy 


change that is made in the body itſelf, and 
the glory and immortality to which it ſhall 
be raiſed when called out of the grave, we 
are enabled to conclude with St. Paul, that 
* when this mortal ſhall have put on im- 
* mortality, then ſhall be brought to paſs 
the ſaying that is written, Death is ſwal- 
** lowed up in victory 1.“ Rt 


Tus ſubject may be applied to a variety 


of things relating both to faith and practice ; 
but the time will not allow me to go into 
particular inferences and deductions: I ſhall 
* John xiv, 2. + Phil. iii. 21. 4 1 Cor. xv: 54- 
© Ol therefore 
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therefore improve what hath been ſaid _ 
by a two general concluſions. : 5 1 


I. n el 88 "chad being): 
inglife and immortality to 5 light thro' the Goſ- 
pel, /hould engage - us firmiy 0 aulere to *. 


chriſtian faith. 


W ſhould be ready always to dire an 
account to every one that aſketh a reaſon of 
* the hope that is in us, with meekneſs and 
** reverence *:'' And we ſhould not be afraid 
of the pride or the ſcorn of thoſe who ſet 
themſelves againſt the common faith and 
hope of Chriſtians. In oppoſition to them 
that thro! pride and vain conceit refuſe to be 
ſubject to the Goſpel-revelation, we ſhould de- 
clare that we are not aſhamed of it; ſince 
it is the power of God unto falvation, to 
e every one that believeth : And in 
oppoſition to them that thro the ** cares 
of this world, and the deceitfulneſs of 
- #:igicnes,” depart from the word of Chriſt's 
kingdom, and become forgetful of cter- 
nity, we ſhould reſolve to hold faſt 
the profeſſion of our faith without wa- 
< vering ; for he is faithful who hath pro- 
e miſed to be with us to the end of the 
* world, and hereafter to receive us to glory.“ 
The more we ſee men loſe the apprehenſions 
of a future ſtate, by their neglecting or deſpi- 
fing the ſcriptures, the more ſhould this in- 


P 1 Pet. iii. 15. + Rom. i, 16. 
creale 


applied to Faith and Prafice. 25 
creaſe our value and love of the word of God. 
Have we not known ſome who have become 
perfect brutes after they have learned to make 
a jeſt of their bibles? Are there not thoſe 
who have broken through all the rules of 
ſociety, and have reaſoned themſelves into 
the vileſt actions, even ſuch as ſeH murder, 
as ſoon as they have deſtroy'd the apprehen- 
ſions of an awful future account, accord- 
ing to the deſcription of it in the Goſpel? 
Should not this make us reſolve to abide by 
the expreſs A eee of life, which we have 
in the chriſtian revelation, ſo as not to be 
toſſed to and fro by the uncertain, unſatisfy- 
ing notions and ways of reaſoning, which 
men that have not faith wander into? In 
this we ſhould glory, as the peculiar honour 
of our religion, that it hath made the fulleſt 
and cleareſt diſcoveries of immortality and 4 
eternal bliſs; and we ſhould perſevere in the 1 
believing expectation of it, to the end of al 
our lives, that we may then obtain the j} 
* end of our faith and hope, even the ſal- 

* vation of foul and body.” Which that 

we may do, we muſt attend to another ge- 

neral way of improving what hath been ſaid. 


2. Upo the conſideration of a reſurrecti- 
on and eternal life, we ſhould be diligent in 
the practice of every chriſtian duty. 

ALTHOUGH in the preſent life we have 
much to oppoſe and diſhearten us in our ob- 
ſerving the ordinances and inſtitutions of the 


Goſpel; 


26 Application to the Deatb 
Goſpel ; though we meet with grievous 
lights and provocations to make us leave off 
works of piety and mercy ; yet the views of 
a future recompence, and of being bleſſed 
for ever with our Lord, ſhould carry us a- 
bove all diſcouragements. We ſhould look 
to Jeſus as our pattern and chief leader, 
* who for the joy that was ſet before him, 
** endured the croſs; and endured all the 
* contradictions of ſinners againſt himſelf.” 
Without a due conſideration of this, we 
«© ſhall be weary and faint in our minds *.“ 

In a word, the exhortation of St. Paul, 
at the concluſion of his diſcourſe in proof of 
a reſurrection, ſhould never be forgotten by 
us: © Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye ſtedfaſt, unmovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord; Ii. e. in every 
chriſtian ſervice and ſuffering] © foraſmuch . 
e as ye know that your labour is not in yain 
< in he Lord r. 5 


To bring this to the preſent occaſion. 
God hath now ſeen fit to take away from 
you a faithful and affectionate Monitor, who 
uſed to be ſtatedly inculcating the great 
things both of chriſtian faith and practice 
from this pulpit ; by whoſe awful unexpect- 
ed remove out of our world, we are loudly 
call'd upon to prepare for our own removal, 


which we have reafon to expect daily. The 


* Heb. xii. 2, 3. + 1 Cor. xv. 58. 


natu- 


of the Rev. Mr. Mouncx1.sv. 27 
natural ſtrength and vigour with which your 
late paftor was bleſs above moſt of us, 
ſhould teach this leſſon to the healthieſt and 
ſtrongeſt in this aſſembly, viz. to do what- 
ever our hand finds to do for our own falva- 
tion, for the honour of God, and the good 


of others, with all our might, and without 


needleſs delays ; fince the moſt likely pro- 


ſpects of life do ſo ſadly and frequently diſ- 


appoint us. 1 eee 

THE preparations you have made for con- 
tinuing the worſbip of Gop in this place, 
ſhews your expectation of the continued la- 
bours of him who is now taken from you. 


Could you have foreſeen his death, perhaps 


you would not have taken this houſe for a 


new term of years; but ſince you have done 
fo, you will, I doubt not, prudently exert 
yourſelves to keep together as a chriſtian 
community, till you ſee whether it be the will 
of Gop to give you another Paſtor, or to di- 
rect your ſettlement with ſome other con- 


E As to one or tother, it is my 


hearty prayer for you, that all may be di- 
rected ſo as not to loſe the things which 
have been wrought, but that you may re- 
ceive a full reward. 


: HarT remains to finiſh this 4 


courſe, is only to add ſome account 
of our dear brother and friend, the Rev. Mr. 
Jonxn MunckLEy, Death has now ſealed 


— — T9 AA 
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his character, and it ſhould alſo ſeal his pious 
inſtructions upon your hearts. His miniſte- 
rial warnings and teachings ſhould be the 
more deeply impreſs'd, when you conſider, 
that you ſhall ſee His face and hear his voice 
no more. [It is my ſecret hope, that ſome 
of our miniſtrations will be thought on with 


greater kindneſs, and to more advantage, af- 


ter we are dead, than while we are living : 
I wiſh it might be fo with you, in recollect- 
ing the things that you have heard from the 
deceaſed, and calling to mind the ſubjects and 
ſermons that have proved upon any occaſion 
of ſpecial ſervice to you.] You know with 
what humility, and ſolicitous concern for 
your welfare, and ſometimes with tears, he 
ſpoke unto you the word of the Lord. Re- 
member him on this account, and follow his 
faith; conſidering alſo the end of his conver- 


ſation. This is not my advice only, but an 


apoſtolical rule and direction -x. 
_ His ſermons, you know, were prepared 


with diligence ; and they were alſo careful- 


ly committed to memory. This 'was not 
from any affectation of ſingularity, or from 
a vanity .of temper, but (as he himſelf once 
told me) that he might the better impreſs 
and fix things upon his own mind, in hope 
that he ſhould be thereby enabled to convey 
them with greater clearneſs and advantage to 
the minds of others. You know his readi- 


* Heb. xiii. 7. | 
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neſs, alſo, to aſſiſt you, by his counſels 
and prayers in private; and to diſcharge all 


parts of his miniſterial office, as your occa- | 


ſions call'd for his help. 


He had a great deal of uſeful learning, 
and a good acquaintance with books ; but 
his modeſty and humility were ſuch, as not 
to make the leaſt oſtentation k. His com- 
poſitions were grave and ſolid, and moſtly 
praQtical. His prayers were very ſerious, and 
earneſt, in his deſiring to ſave both h:meff, 
and them that heard him. Though your 
ſtated congregation was very ſmall, yet he 
was not leſs careful to provide for you on 
that account, nor leſs affectionate in ſerving 
you. He had an uncommon fear, which 
he was never able to conquer, in his publick 
work: This was accompanied with a deli- 
very that ſometimes gave uneaſineſs to him- 
ſelf, (ſo I have heard him complain) as well 
as to others, eſpecially ſuch as were unac- 
quainted with him. Upon this account, and 
this only as I apprehend, his labours were 
not accompanied with that acceptance and 
ſucceſs which attend many others 4% deſerv- 
ing; and if any ſhould reckon mine among 
that number, through their affection to him 


. 


* After ſome years ſtudy, and attending the lectures at a 


private academy near London, he went over to Legden: His 


_ proficiency is well known to thoſe that accompanied him 

there, and has been fully proved on ſeveral occaſions; more 
eſpecially, in the improvements of his ſon, whom he hath 
entirely educated himſelf, and inſtructed with ſo much repu- 
tation, both in human and religious knowledge. 
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that is gone, I ſhould not be diſpleaſed. In 
ſome places Mr. Muxck LEV was well ac- 
cepted; and I truſt, his miniſtrations were ſo 
bleſs d to you, that both he and you will 
have occaſion for joy at the coming of our 
I $#0vtp not have taken notice of any 
ſeeming diſadvantage in the character of our 
worthy friend, had not he himſelf often 
ſpoken of what I have mention'd, ſo as to 
ſhew the moſt pious ſubmiſſiuns to Gop, 
and to manifeſt the moſt Mining benevolence 
toward his brethren; ſo that this hade in 
the picture adds to the beauty and force 

of the brighter colours. This will appear 
by giving you a paragraph out of one of the 
laſt letters I received from him. The letter 
was written upon an affair of charity, in 
which he propoſed. to aſſiſt me, both by 

writing into the country, and getting re- 

ceipts ſign'd, and other things. that might 
fave time and trouble to thoſe that were 
_ entruſted with the diſtribution, He writes 
thus: © You cannot think, Sir, how much 
te you encouraged my ſpirits under the me- 
© lancholy mortifications I meet with, by 
te the hopes you gave me, that though God 
ce js not pleaſed to own, me with any uſeful- 
te neſs and acceptance in my own miniſtry, 
* I ſhould, however, be ſome way inſtru- 
« mental in procuring ſomething for the ſup- 
port of thoſe whom God does own and 


_ * bleſs with a great deal of ſucceſs.” In- 
ſtead 


* 
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ſtead of envy and chagrin under his own dif- 
couragements, to break forth in ſuch- joyful 
benevolence towards his brethren, hath ſome- 
thing too great to be loſt and buried in obli- 
vion. | 


oy 


H = was indeed a moſt diligent ſolicitor 


to get ſupplies for his neceſſitous friends, 
and particularly for his poor brethren in the 
Weſt of England. His applications for their 


ſupport and (encouragement, both in pub- 


lick and private charities, had this recom- 
mendation, that however any man's opi- 
„ nions differ'd from his own, he never de- 
* fir'd one indigent perſon ſhould be over- 


look d on that account: To be poor and 


eto be honeſt were ſufficient inducements 
„ with him to be their advocate.” Both 
in his own private charities, and what he 


procured from others, he was careful to a- 


void every air of vanity, and to prevent the 
ſmalleſt acknowledgments in return. He had, 


it muſt be own'd, his peculiar attachments, 


that made him ſometimes ſhew a great deal 
of eagerneſs and concern about a relation, or 
an intimate friend : His earneſtneſs was to 
have them as well thought of by others, as 
by himſelf; but this did not lead him to any 
evil repreſentations of thoſe who were of dit- 
ferent ſentiments from him or his friends; 
nor did he quarrel with any man for not fa- 
vouring their intereſts in any publick affair, 


where the oppoſers of them were guided by 


an apprehenſion of the publick good. He was 
not, 
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not, by his ſpecial friendſhips, and ſtrongeſt 
affeQtions, (ſo far as I could ever obſerve) car- 
ried into any party views, to the s or 
deſpiſing of others. 

Hayey were it for us, if, inſtead of fay- 
ing, © Tam of Paul, and I of Cephas, and I 
of Apollss,” we could eſteem each of them 

for their different gifts and talents; and look 
upon them all as the miniſters of Car1sr for 
our falvation. But as the manner of ſome is 
to cry up the reaſoning and learning of Paul, 
that they may run down the experience and 
boldneſs of Cephas; or to cry up the elo- 
quence and ſcripture-knowledge of Apollhs, to 
the contempt of Paul, for his wanting the 
excellency of ſpeech this way of uſing mini- 
ſters is an unſpeakable prejudice to the go- 
ſpel-miniſtrations. Whilſt ſome are running 
down one, and others another, what effect 
hath this, but to prejudice b -ſtanders againſt | 
them all? And what can this end in, but a 
breaking your intereſt in general, or a break- 
ing the hearts of particular miniſters? 
Bur to return to the good diſpoſition of 
our departed friend ; 

HE was of a very REIN temper and 
behaviour toward all, very careful not to 
give offence, and very unwilling and flow to 
tale offence: If any thing of that kind hap- 
pened, he was not eaſy till all was ſet to 
rights. He made it his conſtant practice 
every night to review what had paſs'd in the 


Gay, and then ſet himſelf particularly to de- 
1 viſe 
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viſe things that would make for peace. One 
of my brethren was much impreſs'd one e- 
wang with his conduct in a paſſage of this 
ind. SD OS DH, 
HE was remarkable for his affable and 
free way of converſing with the pr; he 
was very good and kind to them, adviſing 
them in the moſt friendly manner, both in 
what concerned their temporal and eternal 
intereſts. ny . „ 
_ Is I was now to ſpeak the language of 
near relations, his conduct in his own fami- 
ly would appear moſt exemplary and amia- 
ble. Their affections would tenderly deſcribe 
him as a moſt endearing huſband, and fa- 
tber; and as a friend dearer than a brother 
to ſuch as ſtood in that relation to him. He 
was a moſt obliging /n · in- law to a late aged 
parent of his ue. He was indeed peculi- 
arly happy in the relations of his wife ; and 
particularly in the fincere friendſhip of Mr. 
Theo. Rowe. .Among his own relations, he 
had one who gave him much uneaſineſs, but 
yet in many great and repeated inſtances he 
ſhew'd his concern for him, and an earneſt 
deſire of his doing well, both for this world 
and another. He was ſo kind to his ſervants 
as to inſtruct and direct them in their duty 
to God, to warn them againſt all needleſs ex- 
pences, and particularly againſt all /n; and 
would keep for their uſe what little money 
they could fave, allowing them very conſi- 
derably for it. 
« | C THE 
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Tur departure of ſuch a ſoul is a great 
loſs to thoſe of his own houſe ; and calls for 


your prayers, and for your friendly regards, 


more eſpecially to a ſurviving, afflicted on 
and dow. May Gor be their protéèctor 
and guide, and render them laſting com- 
torts to each other. ; 
SUCH a death is alſo a great loſs to ſociety 
in general. Every cementing ſpirit that is 
taken from us, is a weakning of the whole 
ſtructure of our churches, and expoſeth to 
the ill practices of narrow and contentious 
minds. But in an age wherein a Goſpel 
miniſiry is brought into ſuch general con- 
tempt, how few are there that think the 
breaches made upon us of late years worth 
laying to heart? and yet how rarely are they 
made up, by the diligence, temper, and uſe- 
fulneſs of them that ſucceed? | 
BRETHREN, pray for as, that we may 
be further ſtrengthened and encouraged in 

our work, — and pray for yourſekves, that 
God would ſend forth more Keilfa and faith- 
ful /abourers into his vineyard; and let your 
prayers be animated with an ardent deſire, 
that the cauſe of truth and liberty, and a 
pure /cripture religion, may {till be ſupport- 
ed, and may bleſs future generations. 


I concLupe this diſcourſe, and the ac- 
count of your deceaſed Paſtor, with part of 
a letter that was written by one who attend- 
ed him in his laſt c4rneſ5, and at his death. 

«* Through- 
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o” Throughout the whole of his illneſs, he 
* ſhew'd an exemplary patience and ſub- 


cc 


miſſion to the divine will. In the be- 
e ginning of it, he expreſsd with an un- 
* common eagerneſs, and with tears, his 
* of his conduct being accepted, notwith- 
* ſtanding the imperfections of it. He had 
« lived in ſuch a manner, and felt ſo much 


* of the force of religion, that he never 


cc 


the contrary ; ſpeaking of death with the 
«« greateſt ſatisfaction, and the firmeſt aſſu- 
% rance and expectation of his partaking of 
<< that happineſs which follows it, to all true 
c Chriſtians.” Ss 


A FRESH witneſs, this, to the truth of 


What has been ſaid on the ſubject before us; 
that the power, ſting, and terror of death, 
are taken away by a ſincere belief of chriſti- 
anity, and of that life and immortality which 
are brought to light through the Goſpel. 

THE nature of that diſtemper which 
brought death, was ſuch as to take away 
the uſe of reaſon, for the moſt part * ; he 
could therefore ſay very little ther, that might 
be of advantage to living friends and relati- 
ons : But there was one thing worthy of their 
remarking, that the /aft ſer mon he preach'd, 
ſhould be a conſolatory diſcourſe under af- 
flictive providences T: He could not have 


* A violent fever. 
+ Preach'd to a very numerous aſſembly at Exeter. 


3 choſen 


« firm hope and expectation of the fncerity 


<« ſhewed the leaſt fear of dying, but always 
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choſen a text more eminent and proper to 
ſerve ſuch a purpoſe, than that which he 
preach'd upon; being the fr/# words of our 
Saviour's conſolatory diſcourſe to his diſci- 
ples, when he was going to lay down his 
life . And that I may ſay nothing to car- 
ry your thoughts from them, I have reſerved 
them for the /aff words of this ſermon. 
Let them be conſidered, as if you heard them 
preach'd upon with the greateſt life and ſpi- 
rit, by him who preach'd his laſt when he 
delivered his thoughts upon them ; or rather; 
as if you heard CHRIST himſelf, who can 
ſpeak not only to the ear, but to the heart, 
ſaying to you; Let not your heart. be 
troubled, ye believe in Gop, believe alſo in 
me. To him be glory for ever. Amen. 


* John xiv. 1. 
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